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Topics addressed in new revision

Wetlands
Disturbance
Exotic plants
Forest structure
Topography
Habitat mosaics
Clarify objectives of habitat data collection



Objectives

Use habitat data to relate population trends to 
changes in habitat if they occur
Develop habitat models so that we can 
predict/describe bird distributions based on 
habitats
Collect habitat data useful for land managers 
in the field. 



Wetlands
Data previously 
collected were not 
sufficient to designate 
wetland habitats
Added National 
Wetlands Inventory 
(NWI) classification to 
data collected
Provided NWI Key and 
list of indicator species



National Wetlands Inventory Key
Follows NWI 
classifications
Most habitats described 
to NWI’s System level
Palustrine system 
subdivided into Classes 
consistent with NWI 
classifications
Key based on habitat 
qualities observers can 
distinguish in the field 
without additional 
measurements



Wetland Indicator Species Lists
Derived from NWI list of 
regional wetland 
indicators (FWS 2004)

Obligate wetland 
indicators estimated 
probability of occurring 
in a wetland >99%

Facultative wetland 
indicators estimated 
probability of occurring 
in a wetland 67-99%



Disturbance

Previously recorded three 
types of disturbance

Fire
Logging
Wind

Previously recorded no 
information severity or 
timing of the disturbance



Disturbance

Expanded types of disturbance recorded
Insect damage
Beaver ponds
Beaver cuttings
Other animal activity
Fire
Flooding

Incorporated length of time since disturbance
Incorporated severity of disturbance

Wind
Landslide/Avalanche
Logging
Roads
Other human disturbances
Other



Exotic plants
William S. Justice Corlene RoseMarta Mueller

Bird Vetch

White Sweetclover Canada Thistle

Added a section to list 
exotic plant species found 
on the study plot



Forest Structure
Forest structure

Size class and % cover of largest trees
Coniferous and deciduous snags
Logs



Topography
Topographic Position

Summit
Ridge
Highslope
Lowslope
Midslope
Basin
Valley
Plain



Topography

Local Features
Step in slope
Cutbank
Dunes
Floodplain
Cliff/Rock face
Alluvia/Moraine
Other



Habitat mosaics

When to lump and when to split?



Guidelines for mosaics
Minimum patch size of 400 m2

Wetland minimum 10 m wide
Interdigitated mosaics of two vegetation 
types = one habitat
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